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21 August 2026 FOI Ref 23263

Request - You asked Staffordshire Police (SP) the following:

This request concerns incidents investigated by the police occurring during non-professional football
matches.

| require the listed information about all incidents investigated by the police between January 1, 2019, and
December 31, 2025, which meet the below criteria.

Day of occurrence: SUNDAY ONLY

Location type/tag: Parks, Recreation Grounds, Playing Fields, or Sports Venues Keyword in log:
"FOOTBALL" OR "REFEREE" OR "PITCH" OR "MATCH" OR "GAME"

Please state:

1) The date and time the incident took place.

2) The location of the incident. Including the venue and city/town/village.

3) The team who the alleged offender was playing for (if applicable).

4) What potential crime was being investigated.

5) What the outcome of the investigation was.

SP received your request on 14/08/2026 and have processed this under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA).

SP’s response to your enquiry is as follows:

SP holds some of the requested information.

This request concerns incidents investigated by the police occurring during non-professional football
matches.

| require the listed information about all incidents investigated by the police between January 1, 2019,
and December 31, 2025, which meet the below criteria.

Day of occurrence: SUNDAY ONLY

Location type/tag: Parks, Recreation Grounds, Playing Fields, or Sports Venues Keyword in log:
"FOOTBALL" OR "REFEREE" OR "PITCH" OR "MATCH" OR "GAME"

Please state:

1) The date and time the incident took place.

- Disclosed: Only 1 incident timed at 12:20 hours on 20/08/2023.

2) The location of the incident. Including the venue and city/town/village.

- Disclosed: The Ridings Sports Ground, Nightingale Walk, Burntwood.

3) The team who the alleged offender was playing for (if applicable).

- Disclosed: No information Held.

4) What potential crime was being investigated.

- Disclosed: Fear or Provocation of violence

5) What the outcome of the investigation was.

- Disclosed: Police named suspect, victim supports but evidential difficulties (Outcome 15).
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Please note that this data has been provided to the best of the ability of SP, subject to the limitation of
current recording protocols and systems and software. A search was made of the command-and-control
system of SP in accordance with the criteria set out in this FOI request and then all the results manually
reviewed to ascertain which of the results were sought by the request.

Every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and complete. However, it is
important to note that data is extracted from multiple sources, developed for specific policing purposes, for
which data extraction methods have not been specifically designed to directly correlate with the
terminology of this request. Therefore, the data presented is subject to the inaccuracies and idiosyncrasies
inherent in any large-scale recording system. Consequently, care should be taken in the interpretation and
presentation of this data, to not misrepresent the whole or any part of the data disclosed.

All Freedom of Information request responses are published on the SP website although personal details
are not included.

Freedom of Information Request Appeals Procedure

1. Who Can Ask for a Review
Any person who has requested information from SP, which has been dealt with under the Freedom of
Information Act, is entitled to complain and request an internal review, if they are dissatisfied with the
response they received.

2. How to Request a Review

Requests for review of a Freedom of Information request must be made in writing within two months of the
date of receipt of this email, and should be addressed to:

IAT @staffordshire.police.uk

Or by Post to:

Information Access Team
Staffordshire Police HQ
PO Box 3167

Stafford

ST16 9JZ

The reference number, date of the request and details of why the review is being requested must be
included. Requests for review should be brought to the attention of the Information Access Team within
two months of the SP response to the original FOI request.

3. Review Procedure
Receipt of a request for review will be acknowledged in writing. The review will be conducted by a
supervisor who is independent from the original Decision Maker. The Information Access Team will set a
target date for a response. The response will be made as soon as is practicable with the intention to
complete the review within twenty working days. In more complex cases the review may take up to forty
working days.

A safe and confident Staffordshire
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The independent supervisor will conduct a review of the handling of the request for information and of
decisions taken, including decisions taken about where the public interest lies in respect of exempt
information where applicable. The review enables a re-evaluation of the case, considering the matters
raised by the complaint.

4. Conclusion of the Appeal
On completion of the review the independent supervisor will reply to the appellant with the result of the
review. If the appellant is still dissatisfied following the review they should contact the Information
Commissioner to make an appeal. The Information Commissioner can be contacted via the following link:
https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/foi-and-eir-complaints/foi-and-eir-complaints/

Freedom of Information
Information Access Team

A safe and confident Staffordshire
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