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15 January 2025 FOI Ref 17583

Request - You asked us the following:

Could you please provide me all the technical data sheets and administrative files about the tender below.

The Provision of Ballistic Body Armour
Published date: 9 June 2020

Location of contract

West Midlands

Value of contract

£85,000

Awarded date

28 May 2020

Procurement reference

3609

Description : The requirement was for an overt body armour system to provide ballistic protection to the
vulnerable areas of the torso whilst allowing the officer to undertake their operational duties. The
procurement was carried out using Lot 7.6 of the ESPO Framework reference 144 19 for Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) & Clothing.

The info about this tender is contained in the link below :
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/notice/c1e8bf19-3d47-4bcb-a44d-
fcf378aed89570rigin=SearchResults&p=2

We received your request on 17/12/2024 and have processed this under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA).

Staffordshire Police’s response to your enquiry is as follows:

Staffordshire Police holds the requested information.

e Could you please provide me all the technical data sheets and administrative files about the
tender below. — Partially disclosed, please see the accompanying file entitled ‘FOI 17583
Tender for the Provision of Ballistic Body Armour Data’.

The Provision of Ballistic Body Armour
Published date: 9 June 2020

Location of contract

West Midlands

Value of contract

£85,000

Awarded date
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28 May 2020
Procurement reference
3609

Description : The requirement was for an overt body armour system to provide ballistic protection
to the vulnerable areas of the torso whilst allowing the officer to undertake their operational
duties. The procurement was carried out using Lot 7.6 of the ESPO Framework reference

144 19 for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) & Clothing.

The info about this tender is contained in the link below :

https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/notice/c1e8bf19-3d47-4bcb-a44d-
fcf378aed895?origin=SearchResults&p=2

Further technical information of the awarded product cannot be provided due to supplier confidentiality.

The following exemptions have been applied:

In accordance with Section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information Act, this letter represents a refusal
notice for parts of this particular request.

e Section 40(2) Personal Information
Section 40(2) is an absolute exemption which means that there is no need to quantify the harm that may
arise from the disclosure; neither is it subject to a public interest test.

To release personal or third-party information held by Staffordshire Police, would breach the data
protection principles; namely —

. Data is lawfully and fairly processed.
. Processed in line with an individual’s rights.
. Data is secure.

Personal and third-party information cannot be released under the Freedom of Information Act.

Disclosure under Freedom of Information is a release of information to the world in general and not an
individual applicant.

e Section 43(2) Commercial Interests
This is a prejudice based qualified exemption which means there is a requirement to provide evidence of
harm and a public interest test needs to be considered.

Harm:

Public Interest Test

Factors favouring disclosure under Section 43(2)
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Disclosure of the requested information would allow the public to be aware of how public funds are spent
or allocated and thereby would provide transparency and accountability, showing that funds from the public
purse are used appropriately and proportionally.

Factors favouring non-disclosure under Section 43(2)

Through disclosure of the requested information, Staffordshire Police would find that its negotiating
position would be greatly impaired through the release of details that would not only likely be prejudicial to
Staffordshire Police but also to the agencies/companies involved. Releasing this information would be
expected to have a detrimental effect on their ability to be competitive in the future and would be
exceedingly likely to deter further enterprises submitting offers for tender in the future. This then would
impede Staffordshire Police obtaining the most competitive or appropriate services in the future and
negatively impact upon the public purse.

Balance test

It is the responsibility of Staffordshire Police, when dealing with commercial businesses, to not only protect
their commercial interest but also that of Staffordshire Police. Commercial interests must be protected so
that the best possible value for money is obtained through open competition, both for businesses and
Staffordshire Police. This would not be achieved if full details were to be made available to the market.
Although the use of public funds must be open and transparent, Staffordshire Police is accountable for the
money that it spends and utilizes and if to release the information means the force is unable to negotiate
future tendering and have the ability to secure value for money due to business relationships having been
impaired, then this would not be in the public interest.

Having considered the public interest test factors, we are required to determine whether, on balance, the
factors favouring disclosure outweigh those which are against disclosure. It is our view that the factors
favouring disclosure do not outweigh those which favor withholding the details. Therefore, Staffordshire
Police declines to provide the information for the reasons stated above.

Freedom of Information Request Appeals Procedure

1. Who Can Ask for a Review
Any person who has requested information from Staffordshire Police, which has been dealt with under the
Freedom of Information Act, is entitled to complain and request an internal review, if they are dissatisfied
with the response they received.

2. How to Request a Review
Requests for review of a Freedom of Information request must be made in writing within two months of the
date of receipt of this email, and should be addressed to:

foi@staffordshire.police.uk

Or by Post to:

Central Disclosure Unit
Staffordshire Police HQ
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The reference number, date of the request and details of why the review is being requested must be
included. Requests for review should be brought to the attention of the Central Disclosure Unit within two
months of the Force’s response to the original FOI request.

3. Review Procedure
Receipt of a request for review will be acknowledged in writing. The review will be conducted by another
Decision Maker who is independent from the original Decision Maker. The Central Disclosure Unit will set
a target date for a response. The response will be made as soon as is practicable with the intention to
complete the review within 20 working days. In more complex cases the review may take up to 40 working
days.

The independent Decision Maker will conduct a review of the handling of the request for information and
of decisions taken, including decisions taken about where the public interest lies in respect of exempt
information where applicable. The review enables a re-evaluation of the case, taking into account the
matters raised by the complaint.

4. Conclusion of the Appeal
On completion of the review the Independent Decision maker will reply to the complainant with the result
of the review. If the complainant is still dissatisfied following the review they should contact the Information
Commissioner to make an appeal. The Information Commissioner can be contacted via the following
details:

Information Commissioner’s Office

Woycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

ICO Website for complaints link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/foi-and-eir-complaints/foi-and-eir-

complaints/

Freedom of Information
Central Disclosure Unit
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