
 

 

 
 
 
3 October 2024    FOI Ref  17129 
 
 
Request - You asked us the following: 
 
1. Please tell me for the financial years a) 2021/22, b) 2022/23, and c) 2023/24 on how many occasions 
your police force has made compensation or ex gratia payments to individuals whose properties have 
been damaged during a forced entry that was unlawful (either because the wrong address was raided or 
because a warrant had not been secured). 
 
2. For a) 2021/22, b) 2022/23, and c) 2023/24 please tell me the total amount of compensation and ex 
gratia payments paid out to individuals following an unlawful forced entry. Please break down for each 
year the amount corresponding to compensation payments and the amount attributable to legal costs. 
 
3. Please state the FIVE biggest amounts settled over this three-year period, stating how much 
corresponded to legal costs and how much corresponded to compensation in each case and the financial 
year in which it was settled. In addition, please give a brief summary of the circumstances that led to the 
compensation payment in each of the three cases without revealing personal details, e.g., “officers broke 
down the door at number 25a when the warrant was for 25b”. 
 
NOTE: In all cases, I am referring to the year in which the claim was settled, not the year the incident 
happened or the year the claim was lodged. 
 
We received your request on 06/08/2024 and have processed this under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA). 
 
Staffordshire Police’s response to your enquiry is as follows: 
 
Staffordshire Police holds the requested information. 
 

1. Please tell me for the financial years a) 2021/22, b) 2022/23, and c) 2023/24 on how many 
occasions your police force has made compensation or ex gratia payments to individuals whose 
properties have been damaged during a forced entry that was unlawful (either because the wrong 
address was raided or because a warrant had not been secured). – Disclosed, please see 
accompanying file titled ‘FOI 17129 Compensation Payments Data.PDF’. 
 

2. For a) 2021/22, b) 2022/23, and c) 2023/24 please tell me the total amount of compensation and 
ex gratia payments paid out to individuals following an unlawful forced entry. Please break down 
for each year the amount corresponding to compensation payments and the amount attributable 
to legal costs. – Disclosed, please see accompanying file titled ‘FOI 17129 Compensation 
Payments Data.PDF’. 
 

3. Please state the FIVE biggest amounts settled over this three-year period, stating how much 
corresponded to legal costs and how much corresponded to compensation in each case and the 
financial year in which it was settled. In addition, please give a brief summary of the circumstances 



 

 

that led to the compensation payment in each of the three cases without revealing personal details, 
e.g., “officers broke down the door at number 25a when the warrant was for 25b”. – Disclosed, 
please see accompanying file titled ‘FOI 17129 Compensation Payments Data.PDF’. 

 
Next steps 
 
You can ask us to review our response.  
 
If you would like us to carry out a review of our response, please let us know within two months of the date 
of receipt of this email, review requests should be addressed to: 
 

foi@staffordshire.police.uk 

 
Or by Post to: 
 
Central Disclosure Unit 
Staffordshire Police HQ 
PO Box 3167 
Stafford 
ST16 9JZ 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number in any future communications.  
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