STAFFORDSHIRE

5 POLICE

19 September 2024 FOI Ref 17149

Request - You asked us the following:

Could you please confirm if the speed camera/cameras on the A34 just before “Warren’s Restaurant &
Bar” are currently active?

We received your request on 13/08/2024 and have processed this under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA).

Please find below our response.

Staffordshire Police holds the following requested information.

e Could you please confirm if the speed camera/cameras on the A34 just before “Warren’s
Restaurant & Bar” are currently active? — Information held.

Staffordshire Police withholds the following information.

e Could you please confirm if the speed camera/cameras on the A34 just before “Warren’s
Restaurant & Bar” are currently active? — Withheld.

The above information has been withheld for the following reasons:

Safety cameras are not always active and the police rely on the perception of drivers that camera
housings could be active and would therefore adjust their speed so as not to contract a fine. To confirm
whether specific cameras were or were not active would diminish the effectiveness of safety cameras in
the Staffordshire Police area and undermine police enforcement. To release the requested information
could have a detrimental impact on how motorists drive, which would lead to an increase in offending
and road traffic collisions; therefore, placing the public at a greater risk of harm.

The following exemptions have been applied:

e Section 31 (1) (a) (b) - Law Enforcement.

Information is exempt from disclosure under S31 (1) (a) (b) where the release of Information would, or
would likely to, prejudice the prevention and detection of crime and/ or the apprehension or prosecution
of offenders. This exemption is qualified and prejudice-based and, as such, we are required to evidence
the harm in disclosure and apply the public interest test.

Public Interest Test

Factors favouring disclosure under Section 31(1)(a)(b)

The public are entitled to know how public funds are spent and how the use of speed cameras can have
an effect on drivers using the road. Disclosure of the information would show that Staffordshire Police
supports transparency and accountability, also showing that appropriate measures are being taken to
improve public safety and reduce offending.

A safe and confident Staffordshire




Factors favouring non-disclosure under Section 31(1)(a)(b)

Any release of information under the FOI Act is a disclosure to the world, not just to an individual
applicant. Safety cameras are used to protect the community that we serve and deter motorists from
exceeding the speed limit. Disclosure would allow the public to take action to frustrate the operational
tactics adopted to enforce road traffic law and this would undermine the police’s key function of
preventing and detecting crime. Disclosure may also encourage motorists to fail to adhere to the speed
limit and would put lives at risk. Disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the
apprehension or prosecution of offenders and interfere with law enforcement. Therefore, this could lead
to an increase in road traffic collisions.

Balance Test

After considering the factors mentioned above, it has been determined that disclosure of the requested
information would not be in the public interest. It is considered that the benefit that would result from the
information being disclosed is outweighed by the benefits of withholding the requested information.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review.

Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of this email and
should be addressed to:

Next steps
You can ask us to review our response.

If you would like us to carry out a review of our response, please let us know within two months of the date
of receipt of this email, review requests should be addressed to:

foi@staffordshire.police.uk

Or by Post to:

Central Disclosure Unit
Staffordshire Police HQ
PO Box 3167

Stafford

ST16 9JZ

Please remember to quote the reference number in any future communications.

Freedom of Information
Central Disclosure Unit
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